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THE FIRST CAPITOL BUILDINGS 5o,
AT BARRISEURG

Commonwealth of Permsylvania

OWNER Commoenweslth of Pennsylvenia,

- —t

DATE OF ERECTIONg Two fireproof Office Buildings built 1812;

demol ished about 190)l, Main Building built
1822, burned 13897,

ARCHITECT Stephen Hills, He was born in 1771 at Ashford, Kent
"TCounty, England, and was apprenticed for seven years to a local

Thouse-wright" living in his mastert's family until he was 21 years
of age (1792.) He arrived at Boston in 1796 or 1797 and was in
business there for several yearss It is not known when he left
Boston, but he arrived at Harrishurg some time previous to 1510,
He was engaged to design and bulld the two fireproof office build-
ings, whioh were ococupied in 1812, He wms also engeged to design
snd build the mapin building, which was started in 1816 and fin-
ished in 1822,

In 18256 he sold his property and went back to England,
where he remained for eleven years, returning to America in the
Winter of 1836-7., In 1837 his plan for the Missouri State Capitol
was adopted and he built it, en almost exeet duplioste of the
Permsylvania Capitol. He then bullt the University Buildings at
Columbia,Missouri. Completing them in 1843, he retired to his
farm in Illinocis, 12 miles from St., Louis and died in 1844. (From
the Biographical Encyclopedia of Dasuphin County, Penna.)

BUILDER, Stephen Hills,
" PRESENT CONDITION, Destroyed.

NUMBER OF STORIES;  Two stories,

MATERIALS OF CONSTRUCTION Materials, handnade red briok with brown

OTHER EXISTING RECORDS:

sandstone trimming, base and columns, Stone was painted white,
Cornices, metal., The drum of the dome and the square base are of
frame construction, The ciroular wall of the main floor plan car-
ries up to the base of the hemispherioal dome, The two offioe
buildings were of fireproof construction, '

with great care from an engraved main floor plan which was printed
in the State Handbook of 1866, and several years preceding, and

from a number of photographs, Wothing is known of the second story
-plan nor of the plans of the office buildings. The photographs are
copies of old photographs. Also See erigraving ln nge. w.H . HIS\‘orz _

_& Fhe Counhcs i[ Davphin ancL lle bation, P

The accompanying drawings have been developed
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' ADDITIONAL DATA: The Seat of Government was removed from Lancasier
to Harrisburg by authority of an Act approved February 1810 and the
entire Government was removed there in 1812,

The Act euthorizes the acceptance of ten acres of
lend in Harrigburg from William Maeclay, adjoining the four-acre
traot formerly given for the use of the State by John Harris,

1t authorizes the construction of two office build-
ings for the Land Office, The Tremsury, The Surveyor«General, The
Auditor-General and snother unassigned office, all to ke of fire-
proof construotion,

The Commissioners appointed by the Governor invited
architects to present plens and elevations. A premium of four hun-
dred dollars was offered for the plan adopted and two lhmdred dollars
for that adjudged the next best,

Stephen Hills was retained as architeet and builder.

The two office buildings were finished in time for
the removal of the Government from Lancaster in 1812 and the main
building, which was evidently designed as the aentral element of a
group of three, was started about 1816 and finished in 1822, The
oornerstone wes laid in 1819 by Governor Findlay, assisted by
Stephen Hills, Architect and Builder, William Smith, Stonecutier,
. and Valentine Gergan and Samuel White, Masons,

The cost of the two office buildings was $73,000,00
and of the Main Building $148,000.00, without furnishings.

On Tuesday, February 2nd, 1897, the central build.
ing was destroyed by fire, after servimg the Commonwealth for seven-
ty-five eventful years, The Legisletive Halls were the scene of
many thrilling events during the Mexicen end Civil Wars, the battlew
ground for the most notable confliots in the History of the Common-
wealth, Here the giants of our politicel history fought for their
principles or their purposes and here notable debates took place on
the issues of a time when such men as Thaddeus Sievens, Simon and
Donald Cameron, Wm. A. Walleoe, Matthew S, Quay, and Andrew Curiin
were in the public eyes, Many noteble historical characters visited
the building, Among them are mentioned General Lafayette in 1825,

. €harlesg Diokens in 1843, and the Prince of Wales in 1860, 1In 1898,
the present building was started and during its construction the
old office buildings were removed, to be replaced by new construc-
tion, The new Capitol was completed and dedicated Qctober 4, 1906,

REFERENCES;  Official Records and Egle's History of Dauphin Gounty.
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